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DIRECTIONS
Read each passage. Then read each question about the passage. Decide which is the best answer to each
question. Mark the space in your answer booklet for the answer you have chosen.

SAMPLE

Crow

Shadow on the shiny snow.
Feathers sleek,
Darting eye searching.
Call echoing across

5 Desolate corn fields.
A ghost figure
In leafless trees,
He shifts his head,
Deciphering the breeze.

10 He shifts his eyes
To look my way.
I sympathize.
He flies away.

A The figure in line 6 refers to —

A the crow �

B the poet
C a shadow
D a tree

B The imagery in this poem creates a mood of —

F playfulness
G loneliness �

H danger
J dreaminess
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Directions: Read the directions and answer the questions that follow.
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1 Which question is answered in the
introduction to the assembly
instructions?

A Is a clear finish included in the kit?
B Are tools needed to assemble the

table? �

C How many pieces are included in the
kit?

D What are the dimensions of the finished
table?

2 In Step 4 of the instructions, the word
Stability means —

F steadiness �

G height
H durability
J attractiveness

3 Where should the rubber strips be
glued to the table top?

A Crosswise under the center
B Lengthwise under the center
C Under both long sides
D Under both short ends �

4 From the assembly instructions, the
reader could conclude that —

F the table is not intended to be taken
apart and reconstructed

G a painted finish will last longer than a
clear finish

H the table can not be assembled by one
person �

J a warranty is provided in the package

5 Which statement best summarizes this
passage?

A The Backyard Pride Plastic Picnic Table
provides a roomy place to have an
outdoor lunch on a hot summer day.

B The material used in the Backyard
Pride Plastic Picnic Table has been
molded and hardened to retain its shape
under varying weather conditions.

C The design for the Backyard Pride
Plastic Picnic Table was based on
several prize-winning designs submitted
as part of a drafting contest.

D The Backyard Pride Plastic Picnic Table
can be built by following simple
instructions that involve gluing and
assembling pre-cut pieces. �

6 What is meant by “It’s as easy as 1, 2,
3” in the introduction?

F There are three major pieces: table top,
legs, and benches.

G The last four steps are as simple as the
first three.

H The instructions have numbered steps.
J Assembling the table is as simple as

counting to three. �

7 Which statement below expresses an
opinion found in the introduction to
the assembly instructions?

A The table design is very clever. �

B Assembly requires no additional tools.
C Waterproof glue is provided in the kit.
D The table can be put together with a

series of grooves.
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Directions: Read the poems and answer the questions that follow.

It Couldn’t Be Done
Edgar A. Guest

Somebody said that it couldn’t be done,
But he with a chuckle replied

That “maybe it couldn’t,” but he would be one
Who wouldn’t say so till he’d tried.

5 So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin
On his face. If he worried he hid it.

He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn’t be done, and he did it.

Somebody scoffed: “Oh, you’ll never do that;
10 At least no one ever has done it”;

But he took off his coat and he took off his hat,
And the first thing we knew he’d begun it.

With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin,
Without any doubting or quiddit,

15 He started to sing as he tackled the thing
That couldn’t be done, and he did it.

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be
done,

There are thousands to prophesy failure;
There are thousands to point out to you, one
by one,

20 The dangers that wait to assail you.
But just buckle in with a bit of a grin,

Just take off your coat and go to it;
Just start to sing as you tackle the thing

That “cannot be done,” and you’ll do it.

[Public Domain]

Be the Best of Whatever You Are
Douglas Malloch

If you can’t be a pine on the top of the hill,
Be a scrub in the valley — but be

The best little scrub by the side of the rill;
Be a bush if you can’t be a tree.

5 If you can’t be a bush be a bit of the grass,
And some highway happier make;

If you can’t be a muskie then just be a bass—
Be the liveliest bass in the lake!

We can’t all be captains, we’ve got to be crew,
10 There’s something for all of us here,

There’s big work to do, and there’s lesser to do,
And the task you must do is the near.

If you can’t be a highway then just be a trail,
If you can’t be the sun be a star;

15 It isn’t by size that you win or fail—
Be the best of whatever you are!

[Public Domain]

8 Which words from Guest’s poem show
his attitude toward the phrase “it
couldn’t be done”?

F Chuckle, grin, sing �

G Scoffed, couldn’t, cannot
H Doubting, failure, dangers
J Replied, worried, started

9 The simple, straightforward style of “It
Couldn’t Be Done” is probably meant to
reflect the —

A values of an earlier historical period
B author’s natural speaking voice
C ease of a task once it is attempted �

D skill needed to write a poem
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10 The last two lines in each stanza of “It
Couldn’t Be Done” give the reader a
sense of —

F failure
G happiness
H confusion
J accomplishment �

11 What is one way the author of “Be the
Best of Whatever You Are” emphasizes
the theme in his poem?

A The use of action words throughout the
poem

B Employment of an abab rhyme scheme
C Repetition of the phrase “If you can’t” �

D Punctuating with dashes and semicolons

12 The rhythm in both of these poems
contributes to a mood that is —

F shocking
G upbeat �

H gloomy
J foolish

13 The speakers in both poems would
probably disagree with which of the
following statements?

A Work hard at whatever task you take on
and be proud of it.

B You’ll never know what you can
accomplish until you give it your best
effort.

C You shouldn’t accept the role you are
given — keep waiting for something
better. �

D If you don’t succeed at something, keep
trying until you do.

14 How does the author’s style in “It
Couldn’t Be Done” compare to the
author’s style in “Be the Best of
Whatever You Are”?

F Both authors enthusiastically offer
advice to the reader. �

G The author of “Be the Best of Whatever
You Are” speaks directly to the reader.

H Both authors use a four-line stanza.
J The author of “It Couldn’t Be Done” is

more optimistic.

15 In which collection might these poems
be found?

A Rousing Poems for Every Day �

B Poetry for Quiet Moments
C Travel Poems from Many Lands
D Fishing Poems for the Angler
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Directions: Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

Vasco’s Choice

1 I am Vasco Salazar, and I live in a coastal town in Portugal. Many people who live here make their
living from fishing. My father Paulo is a fisherman, as was his father before him and his father’s
father long ago. Fishing is part of my heritage.

2 I’m thirteen. I think about the future and wonder if I will become a fisherman some day. I want to
study at the university; but at the same time, I long to go out to sea with my father. I already help
bring in the fish and mend the nets. My cousin Alfonso, who is nineteen and a fisherman, tells me
of his adventures on the ocean. My parents say that Alfonso embellishes his tales to make them
sound more interesting so they will impress and encourage me to become a fisherman like him.
Fishing is really hard work, they say, and can be quite dangerous. You spend much of your life
wet, salty, and smelling of fish.

3 “You should explore many areas before deciding what to do with your life,” says my father. “You
were named after Vasco da Gama, the explorer who made Portugal an important sea-trading
nation. Explore, and then decide what is best for you.”

4 The weather was calm and clear one day last week as we stood onshore and awaited the return of
the fishing boats. They’d been at sea for a week because of rough weather. When my father’s boat
arrived, my cousin and I reached for the ropes attached to the nets. We had to use all our strength
to pull in the nets, for they were overflowing with fish after seven days. Later that day, I helped
my mother make fish stew for our dinner.

5 The next day, Father told me to ask the lighthouse keeper, Carlos, what weather was coming.
Carlos can see much from his post high above things, so he has a good understanding of weather
and other aspects of life.

6 I reached the top of the hill and walked to the lighthouse, once a fortress. Carlos greeted me with
enthusiasm. He spends much of his time alone. Part of the week, another lighthouse keeper takes
over, and then Carlos goes home to his family.
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7 “I would like to be a fisherman,” I told Carlos, “but I also like learning. I might be good at teaching
or something else.”

8 “Look,” says Carlos, stretching his arms wide. I see the long crescent of sand to the south, the
islands to the west, and the forest to the north. “It’s a big world with many opportunities. If you
choose fishing now, you will be limiting yourself and will not benefit as you should from your
education. Explore your options. You can always return to fishing.”

9 We were quiet for a while; then I asked about the weather.
“See those islands farthest west?” he said. “When you can see them from here, rain is coming
toward us.” As he had predicted, fat raindrops soon began to fall.

10 After the storm, people gathered on the beach. In the seaweed, we found things that had washed
up on shore. It was mostly junk, like bottles, cans, and old boots. Sometimes we were lucky and
found something more valuable. I untangled a chain from the seaweed and found a compass
attached.

11 “Look!” Alfonso exclaimed. “A compass! Now Vasco can explore the world.” In that moment, I knew
Carlos was right. I can always come back to fishing.

16 Which is a primary theme in this
selection?

F Know your place and keep it.
G Don’t believe everything you hear.
H Think twice before you decide. �

J You can’t please everybody.

17 Which organizational pattern is used
in the passage?

A Compare/contrast
B Cause/effect
C Time order �

D Order of importance

18 Which question is not answered in the
selection?

F Why doesn’t Vasco want to be a
lighthouse keeper? �

G How old is Vasco?
H What was the former use of the

lighthouse?
J What is the name of the country where

Vasco lives?

19 Whose point of view does the author
use in this selection?

A Carlos’s
B Alfonso’s
C Vasco’s �

D Paulo’s
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20 Vasco’s father tells him that he was
named after Vasco da Gama in order
to —

F teach him a lesson in the history of
Portugal

G help him feel more important than
Alfonso

H persuade him to explore his own future �

J tease him about his first name

21 Which sentence from the selection
expresses an idea that helped Vasco
make his decision?

A “They’d been at sea for a week because
of rough weather.”

B “Many people who live here make their
living from fishing.”

C “He spends much of his time alone.”
D “ ‘You can always return to fishing.’ ” �

22 Which of these is the main conflict in
this story?

F Good versus evil
G Old versus young
H Man versus nature
J Familiar versus unfamiliar �

23 After Vasco finds the compass, he
decides —

A that being a fisherman is what he
really wants

B to learn more about the world before
making a final choice �

C that he will seek a teaching career
D to forget about fishing and be an

explorer instead

24 Which is most likely to happen in the
future?

F Carlos will warn Vasco about the
dangers of the sea.

G Alfonso will quit fishing and become a
lighthouse keeper.

H Vasco’s family will leave Portugal.
J Vasco will go to the university. �
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Directions: Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

Mr. Banvard’s Panorama
October 17, 1847

Dear Owen,

1 Last night, Father took me to see Mr. Banvard’s panorama. What an amazing experience it was!

2 When we arrived at Amory Hall, a noisy crowd was already assembled. For months, the Boston
newspapers have been full of descriptions of the panorama. All of Boston is buzzing over the
spectacle. The railroad has even scheduled special express trains from outlying villages. Like
everyone else, we were curious to see what the Boston Herald is calling a “revolutionary form of
entertainment.”

3 When we arrived, the piano inside the hall played softly in the shadows as people settled quickly
into rows of chairs facing the stage. In front of us sat a huge wooden structure, like a giant picture
frame at least twelve feet square, covered with a red velvet drape.

4 When the house lights dimmed and the stage lights flared, a stocky, bearded man in a dark suit
stepped onto the stage. “I am John Banvard,” he said in a clear, melodious voice. “I have floated
hundreds of miles down the Missouri River and down ‘The Father of Waters,’ the mighty
Mississippi. On my journey I have seen many wonderful things and experienced many wonders. I
made thousands of sketches during my adventure. When I returned, I labored for over a year to
make a record of my odyssey in paint. Tonight you will see what I have created — a picture three
miles long. Ladies and gentlemen, the world’s largest painting!”

5 Mr. Banvard stepped aside with a sweeping motion of his hand. Two assistants appeared and
slipped the velvet cover from the wooden frame, revealing a beautiful painting that was bigger
than any I have ever seen. Owen, I wish you could have seen it. It was a wild river scene. Rapids
foamed over gray rocks, sparkling wet in the morning sunshine. My dazzled eyes could hardly
take it all in. In the flicker of the gas lamps, the painting seemed to dance and glitter. We were all
entranced. Murmurs filled the theater.

6 Then, the painting began to move! Slowly, the giant canvas slid silently and smoothly sideways
inside the wooden frame. Yet another river scene, even more breathtaking than the one before,
came into view. I felt as if we were actually on the deck of a steamboat drifting along the river.

7 “Come along with me, my friends, on a voyage down the Missouri and the Mississippi.”
Mr. Banvard’s warm and wonderful presence seemed all around us in the darkness.

8 Father says that the canvas is rolled on two huge cylinders, or drums, like a great scroll.
Assistants backstage turn cranks that pull the canvas slowly and smoothly through the wooden
frame. An ingenious system of ropes and pulleys keeps the immense painting on track. None of
the extraordinary mechanism was visible. Indeed I became so lost in the experience, I forgot that I
was even in a theater, looking at a picture. Actually, it was a succession of more than forty
paintings that were skillfully and seamlessly woven together.

9 For the next two hours, we traveled with our jovial guide, past some of the most beautiful scenery
in the world. Or, rather, the canvas moved before us, giving us the sensation of movement. The
whole time, Mr. Banvard’s witty, intelligent narration propelled us pleasantly along. He pointed
out towns and sights of interest, gave fascinating facts about everything, and reeled off a
seemingly never-ending supply of thrilling and amusing stories.
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10 At one point, for example, the scene darkened. The musical accompaniment grew shrill and harsh.
“This is Plumb Point by moonlight,” Mr. Banvard said in a low dramatic tone. Then he began to
tell us how he had tied up for the night and had been attacked by bandits. Only a desperate
cutting of the lines saved him and his boat. During the tale, a little girl next to me actually
gripped my arm anxiously. “It’s only a story, remember,” I whispered. In a moment the dark scene
was gone, replaced by a stunning, rosy sunrise over a bend in the river. A doe and her fawn drank
knee-deep in golden water. The child released my arm, giggling with embarrassment.

11 All too soon, we reached New Orleans—your hometown—and the end of our journey. “The
Crescent City” glowed like a jewel in the southern sunshine. I felt as if I had come there to visit
you. Then the house lights brightened again, and the show was over.

12 For a moment, everyone sat in silence, staring at the now-dim, static painting. Suddenly, the spell
broke, and as if it were one person, the crowd leaped to its feet. Applause thundered in the theater.
Mr. Banvard appeared again on stage, bowing and smiling, while the crowd cheered on and on for
nearly half an hour.

13 Father says the word panorama means “to see everything.” I’m not sure that truly describes
Mr. Banvard’s panorama, but it certainly comes close. If he brings his show to New Orleans, you
and Aunt Sophie absolutely must see it. It’s well worth the admission price of fifty cents, so start
saving your pennies for your journey down the Missouri and Mississippi.

Your fond cousin,
Julianna Preston

34 In paragraph 5, the word entranced
means —

F proud
G bored
H frightened
J fascinated �

35 When Mr. Banvard says, “Come along
with me, my friends, on a voyage down
the Missouri and the Mississippi,”
what kind of language is he using?

A Formal
B Technical
C Literal
D Figurative �

36 In paragraph 10, Julianna says,
“During the tale, a little girl next to me
actually gripped my arm anxiously.”
The purpose of this detail is to —

F show how realistic Mr. Banvard’s
panorama was �

G create sympathy for the little girl
H illustrate the theme of Mr. Banvard’s

story
J set the tone for the conclusion of her

letter

37 To find out more about Mr. Banvard’s
panorama, which source would be most
helpful?

A Sightseeing: A Space Panorama
B American Landscape Artists of the

1800s �

C Sights and Sounds of the Present-Day
Missouri River

D Entertainment in the American Colonies
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38 The main idea of Julianna’s letter is to
express that —

F her cousin, Owen, should save his
money

G Mr. Banvard’s panorama depicts a
once-in-a-lifetime experience �

H her father is very knowledgeable about
New Orleans

J Boston is a cultural and entertainment
center

39 Julianna’s father is in the story to
provide —

A a less serious tone
B an opposing point of view
C detailed technical information �

D the clever commentary

40 The author relates Julianna’s sense of
awe toward what she sees through —

F dialogue
G description �

H character
J setting

This is a thesaurus entry for the word
spell. Use it to answer questions
41 and 42.

spell v. 1. to name in order the letters
of a word. 2. signify, mean. n. 3. a
short, indefinite period of time.
4. period of illness, attack. 5. a charm
or fascination.

41 According to the thesaurus entry, which
synonym could best be used in place of
spell in paragraph 12?

A attack
B time
C fascination �

D signify

42 Read this sentence.

When the bandits approached Mr.
Banvard’s boat, it almost certainly
spelled disaster.

The word spelled in this sentence means
the same as the words in which part of
the thesaurus entry?

F 1
G 2 �

H 4
J 5
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Answer Key
Test

Sequence
Correct
Answer

Reporting
Category Reporting Category Description

1 B 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

2 F 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

3 D 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

4 H 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

5 D 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

6 J 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

7 A 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

8 F 002 Understand elements of literature.

9 C 002 Understand elements of literature.

10 J 002 Understand elements of literature.

11 C 002 Understand elements of literature.

12 G 002 Understand elements of literature.

13 C 002 Understand elements of literature.

14 F 002 Understand elements of literature.

15 A 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

16 H 002 Understand elements of literature.

17 C 002 Understand elements of literature.

18 F 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

19 C 002 Understand elements of literature.

20 H 002 Understand elements of literature.

21 D 002 Understand elements of literature.

22 J 002 Understand elements of literature.

23 B 002 Understand elements of literature.

24 J 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

25 A 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

26 H 002 Understand elements of literature.

27 B 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

28 H 002 Understand elements of literature.

29 D 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

30 J 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

31 D 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

32 G 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

33 B 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

34 J 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

35 D 002 Understand elements of literature.

36 F 002 Understand elements of literature.

37 B 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

38 G 002 Understand elements of literature.

39 C 002 Understand elements of literature.

40 G 002 Understand elements of literature.

41 C 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.

42 G 001 Understand a variety of printed materials/resource materials.
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